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ooo men and, on November isth, he summoned
300,000 more to arms; but, even if the response
were to be enthusiastic, much time would neces-
sarily elapse before the forces could become avail-
able. These were the golden hours that Blucher
was burning to utilise.

Instead, as he desired, of being allowed to head
an invasion he was given a much more humble
task, that of blockading Mainz.

God knows what they were thinking about [he
wrote later to his friend Bonin]. . . neither I nor
the army under my command are in the very least
suited either for a blockading corps or for a corps of
observation. But envy, the all-destroyer, has a hand
in the affair. . . . There is now gathered together in
Frankfort a swarm of monarchs and of princes, and an
assemblage like that spoils everything. The war is no
longer conducted with any energy and I am afraid that
through procrastination much will be sacrificed. . . .
It is perfectly certain that had we all, without delay,
crossed the Rhine, Napoleon would by this time have
been suing for peace.

Again Blucher writes, full of disgust for the task
which, doubtless, had been imposed upon him
more for the purpose of keeping him busy and out
of harm's way than from any military necessity:

' I have a great deal to do just now with this
damned fortress of Mainz. I have already effected
the investment from this side so that my outposts are
within firing distance of the fortress, . . If, as I am